
Comments about: ‘Fundamentals of Microbiology’ by Jeffrey C.  Pommerville. 

As a result of the current COVID-19 pandemic most of the human population worldwide will 

be aware of the ability of some micro-organisms to produce illness and death and indirectly 

massive unemployment, as well as mental health and other issues. The migration of many 

education courses to ‘on-line’ platforms has also created a major issue. 

The study of microbiology is clearly more important than ever and the 12th edition of 

‘Fundamentals of Microbiology’ by Jeffrey C.  Pommerville makes an excellent contribution 

to current on-line as well as traditional styles of study.  It is to the great credit of the author 

and publishers of ‘Pommerville 12th edition’ that information about the COVID-19 as it stood 

in December 2020, is included in a book published in spring 2021. 

The text could have been written for mainly ‘on-line’ use and is beautifully teacher/learner 

orientated in presentation style. The idea of concepts as a ‘unit ’of learning is very evident 

throughout the book, with Key Concepts numbered for reference and written in declarative 

style. Concept maps are also used.  

The use of ‘Chapter opening stories’ [19 nineteen of which are new to the 12th edition] put 

concepts into context, so ‘translating’ and applying the science into a real life situation. 

Presenting these stories at the beginning of the chapter should help students make studying 

the text that follows more meaningful.  

Throughout the book the text is broken up, under various headings, into sections that the 

brain is more able to assimilate. Research into reading for information has shown short 

sections to be preferable for learning purposes than long ones as used in fiction writing. 

For both students and teachers there are many extra teaching and learning facilities 

available via the publisher’s ‘Navigate’ portal. This requires a once-only code to access, but 

permits entry to a whole host of on-line materials. These are especially useful during the 

current pandemic. 

The companion volume ‘Laboratory Fundamentals of Microbiology’ [also with an access 

code] is very well produced with exercises having, where appropriate, a list of Materials and 

Equipment, links to a video, detailed procedures with diagrams, space for observations and 

questions. The section on lab safety is fine in substance, but the safety signs and labels are 

not those used in the U.K. and would need interpreting for U.K. use.  A bookmark/flier 

bearing the U.K .conventional signs would be a very useful addition. 

 [DFA 17.06.2021]. 

 


